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government depends on the sound political sense of the
people, and sound political sense is a matter of habit
and practice. We can give it up and we can take instead
pomp and glory. That is what Spain did. She had as
much self-government as any country in Europe at the
beginning of the sixteenth century. The union of the
smaller states into one big one gave an impulse to her
national feeling and national development. The dis-
covery of America put into her hands the control of
immense territories. National pride and ambition were
stimulated. Then came the struggle with France for
world-dominion, which resulted in absolute monarchy
and bankruptcy for Spain. She lost self-government
and saw her resources spent on interests which were
foreign to her, but she could talk about an empire on
which the sun never set and boast of her colonies, her
gold-mines, her fleets and armies and debts. She had
glory and pride, mixed, of course, with defeat and dis-
aster, such as must be experienced by any nation on that
course of policy; and she grew weaker in her industry
and commerce and poorer in the status of the population
all the time- She has never been able to recover real
self-government yet. If we Americans believe in self-
government, why do we let it slip away from us? Why
do we barter it away for military glory as Spain did?
There is not a civilized nation which does not talk
about its civilizing mission just as grandly as we do.
The English, who really have more to boast of in this
respect than anybody else, talk least about it, but the
Phariseeism with which they correct and instruct other
people has made them hated all over the globe. The
French believe themselves the guardians of the highest
and purest culture, and that the eyes of all maakind are
fixed on Paris, whence they expect oracles of thought